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Hiromi SATOH

(The Nippon Foundation Paralympic Research Group)

In early 2014, the Japanese government deposited the instrument of ratification of
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the Convention was
officially ratified. The purpose of this paper is to clarify points that intersect between
international systems guaranteeing the rights of people with disabilities that have
been realized successfully under the Convention, and actual practice in the field of
international cooperation in areas prescribed by the Convention. The paper focuses
on the relationship between Japan and systems guaranteeing the rights of people
with disabilities as well as on Japan's participation in the field of international
cooperation, and based on those analyses, presents possibilities for further research
and policy implications with a view to the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics Games.

A distinctive feature of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is
Article 4, which stipulates the participation of people with disabilities in decision-
making processes on issues that pertain to them. Another distinctive feature is
Article 30, which specifies the right of people with disabilities to enjoy culture and
sports on a variety of levels in their lives.

Within Japan’s domestic laws and systems, the Japanese government has shown its
commitment (ratification, signature and execution) to the Convention by revising the
definition of a person with a disability in line with the “social model” of disability. In
the area of international cooperation, which is one of Japan's priorities, the nation has
provided much assistance to people with disabilities in developing countries mainly
through official development assistance disbursed by the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) , and Japan has accumulated a considerable degree of

achievement and experience.
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In particular, Japan has a strong relationship in international cooperation with five
countries in the Mekong River Basin (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam and
Thailand) . With the exception of Myanmar, all countries signed the Convention by
2008 and have adopted progressive stances to safeguard the rights of people with
disabilities from an early stage. Thailand in particular has worked to improve its
domestic social security system including for people with disabilities, mainly under
the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security established in 2002. Thailand
ratified the Convention in July 2008, and has adopted the most progressive stance
among Mekong River Basin countries in protecting the rights of people with
disabilities.

The process through which the system to protect the rights of people with
disabilities in the Asian and Pacific region was implemented in Thailand, together
with the development of the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD)
project by JICA, show that the international movement to establish the APCD and a
system for protecting the rights of people with disabilities was consolidated in the
action policies and principles of the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF) adopted
in 2002 as a product of the first Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons (1993-
2002) . More specifically, in guaranteeing the rights of people with disabilities, people
with disabilities themselves were included within “support providers” to encourage
support for people with disabilities by people with disabilities. Common action policies
and principles were thus shared in the two phases of system and practice.

Future research should also focus on the beliefs and principles of individuals and
groups promoting the “norm entrepreneur” movement, which refers to governments
and individual activists playing an independent and proactive role in enacting
international treaties.

In Japan'’s international cooperation ahead of the opening of the Tokyo Paralympic
Games in 2020, it is important to make full use of the provision of systems,
frameworks and funding in a “top-down approach” initiated by governments, typified
by the APCD’s establishment and operation, and the mechanism of practical
experience and personnel development provided mainly by NGOs and NPOs in a
“bottom-up” approach. This will promote coordination between on the one hand, “top-
down” practices for creating organizations and systems, and on the other, welfare for

people with disabilities and sports, a coordination that is important for the 2020
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Paralympics.

Opportunities for disability sports and support for people with disabilities will likely
increase in Japan ahead of 2020. Extending these opportunities outside Japan towards
assistance for people with disabilities and in the areas of disability welfare and sports,
is a feedback process that contributes back to Japan through the success of athletes
who received assistance. By building structures that incorporate this feedback
process, the legacy of the Paralympics will surely be shared across nationalities and

passed on to future generations.
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